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LEED™ v2.1 SILVER

2005 Certification

Fossil Ridge High School
Fort Collins, CO

Owner:     Poudre School District

Completion Date: August 2004 

Cost: $38,500,000 ($135.37/SF, bldg + site)

Size: 288,685 SF

Annual Utilities Savings: $110,000+ /yr

“Building a LEED certified school is the right thing to do, the 

right thing to teach kids, and the right message to send to 

the community. And it doesn’t cost more.” Michael Spearnak

Poudre School District



Costs of Green Building 

and LEED 
• CSU President told of exorbitant costs of 
LEED buildings

• PSD did not originally plan to certify Bethke
ElementaryElementary

• Costs of project team obtained by 
Institute for the Built Environment at CSU

• Able to isolate total costs for a:
–Conventional school

–Green school

– ‘Certifiable’ green school

– LEED Certified school



Bethke Bethke 
LEED 
study

Study by Plaut, J; Dunbar, B 

Institute for the Built Environment

Carol Dollard, CSU Facilities



Case Study: Costs of Green vs. LEED
($10mm project, 60k sf, $167/sf)

Conventional  
Design Fees

7% of total

$10.77/sf

LEED

+0.45%

+$0.65/sf

Green

+1.18%

+$1.82/sf

+/- 2% OF BUDGET FOR GREEN & LEED 



Risk of not pursuing LEED
Conventional  
Design Fees

7% of total

$10.77/sf

LEED

+0.45%

+$0.65/sf

Green

+1.18%

+$1.82/sf

YOU STILL PAY FOR GREEN, BUT 

YOUR GREEN GOALS MAY BE 

COMPROMISED & QUESTIONED
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Maybe it’s not 

“How much more will it cost?” 

But rather, 
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