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1990s:  Colorado Legislature 

Scuttles Most Renewable Energy 

Legislation

State Representatives Mark Udall (D-Boulder) and Jennifer 

Veiga (D-Denver) were trailblazers for renewable energy 

legislation in the Colorado Legislature during the 1990s



1997:  Governor Roy Romerôs 

Renewable Energy Task Force



1990s:  Attention at State and 

Federal Levels Focused on 

Electric Utility Restructuring

1999:  Colorado Legislature creates 

restructuring advisory panel, which 

recommends against deregulating 

stateôs electricity market

1996:  U.S. Congressman Dan Schaefer 

(R-Lakewood) introduces nationôs first 

comprehensive restructuring legislation, 

which includes an RPS.



2000:  Xcel Energy Rejects 

Windfarm Proposal
Å1999-2000:  Xcel Energy issues RFP for new 

power generation.  Xcel rejects 162MW Enron 

Wind proposal

ïXcel opts for all-natural gas portfolio.

Å2001:  Advocates take case to Colorado Public 

Utilities Commission

Lead plaintiffs:  Colorado Renewable 
Energy Society and Land and Water 

Fund of the Rockies*

*The Land and Water Fund is now ñWestern Resource Advocatesò



February 2001:  PUC Orders Xcel 

to Negotiate Wind Acquisition

ñWe find that adding Enronôs Lamar wind 

energy bid to [Xcelôs] preferred resource plan 

is in the public interest and comports with the 

IRP rules, [and will] likely lower the cost of 

electricity for Coloradoôs ratepayerséAfter a 

careful analysis of the economics of the wind 

bid, we find that it is justified on purely 

economic grounds, without weighing other 

benefits of wind generation that could be 

considered under the IRP rules.ò 
(Colorado PUC, Decision No. C01-295, page 34.)



2002-4:  Renewable Energy Legislation 

Enjoyed Bipartisan, Bicameral Support 

in Colorado Legislatureébut RPS 

failed to pass in three years

House Speaker Lola Spradley (R-Beulah) 

and Rep. Alice Madden (D-Boulder)

Senators Ken Kester (R-Las Animas 

and Terry Phillips (D-Louisville)



Amendment 37



Renewable Energy Demonstrates 

Popular Support

2 November 2004:

Colorado voters 

endorse renewable 

energy portfolio 

standard by 54-

46% vote.

ðNationôs first voter-approved RPS; 

20th state overall with RPS



2004:  ñAmendment 37 Could Cost 

Colorado Consumers $2 BILLION!ò
ïIREA ñWatts & Volts,

October 2004



Using Xcelôs estimates:

2004:  Wind saved $4.21 million

2005:  Wind saved $9.75 million

From presentation by Bill Grant, Xcel Energyôs 

Transmission Control Center Manager, 20 April 2006



Wind Cost of Energy

From DOE/NREL Wind Powering America



2006:  Bill Ritter sweeps into office on 

ñNew Energy Economyò platform



Strong support by Coloradoôs 

governor and legislative leaders

Gov. Ritter speaking at press conference in 

support of doubling Coloradoôs renewable 

energy standard to 20%, 22 February 2007



HB 07-1281:  Broadening the benefits

HB 1281 sets renewable energy standard of:

Å20% by 2020 for investor-owned utilities (Xcel and 

Aquila)

Å10% by 2020 for rural electric cooperatives and 

municipal utilities serving over 40,000 customers

Supported by:

ÅNearly every utility in Colorado supported HB 1281, 

except IREA, and the bill had over 50 bipartisan 

cosponsors (out of 65 Representatives) 

ÅTwo-percent rate impact cap for IOUs and munis



The ñNew Energy Economyò is 

Underwayé

SunEdison 8.3MW solar plant, Mosca, Colo.

Vestas wind blade manufacturing plant, 

Windsor, Colo.

FPL Energy 400 MW wind plant, Logan 

County, Colo.

Project 

groundbreakings 

in 2007



Colorado Wind Energy

1998 to 2005éup to 2007
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Colorado Wind Energy

1998 to 2005éto 2007
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Renewable Energy:

strong local support

Local and state officials at Colorado Green project, 

Prowers County, January 2004


