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1990s: Colorado Legislature
Scuttles Most Renewable Energy
Legislation
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State Representatives Mark Udall (D-Boulder) and Jennifer
Veiga (D-Denver) were trailblazers for renewable energy
legislation in the Colorado Legislature during the 1990s



1997 Governor
Renewable Energy Task Force




1990s: Attention at State and
Federal Levels Focused on
Electric Utility Restructuring

1996: U.S. Congressman Dan Schaefer 1999: Colorado Legislature creates
(RLakewood) introduces n estructunng advidony pasel, which
comprehensive restructuring legislation, recommends against deregulating

which includes an RPS. stateds el ectrici



2000: Xcel Energy Rejects

Windfarm Proposal

A 1999-2000: Xcel Energy issues RFP for new
power generation. Xcel rejects 162MW Enron
Wind proposal
I Xcel opts for all-natural gas portfolio.

A 2001: Advocates take case to Colorado Public
Utilities Commission

Lead plaintiffs; Colorado Renewable /8
Energy Society and Land and Water

) N The Land and Water Fund
Fund of the Rockies* & : of the Rockies

*The Land and Water Fund is now



February 2001: PUC Orders Xcel
to Negotiate Wind Acquisition

NWe find that adding Er
energy bid to [ Xcel 0s]
IS In the public interest and comports with the

IRP rules, [and will] likely lower the cost of
el ectricity for Col orad:
careful analysis of the economics of the wind

bid, we find that it is justified on purely
economic grounds, without weighing other

benefits of wind generation that could be

consi dered under t he

(Colorado PUC, Decision No. C01-295, page 34.)



2002-4: Renewable Energy Legislation

Enjoyed Bipartisan, Bicameral Support

l n Col orado Legl sl
falled to pass in three years

House Speaker Lola Spradley (R-Beulah) Senators Ken Kester (R-Las Animas
and Rep. Alice Madden (D-Boulder) and Terry Phillips (D-Louisville)



Amendment 37

it makes sense



Renewable Energy Demonstrates
Popular Support

2 November 2004:

Colorado voters
endorse renewable
energy portfolio
standard by 54-
46% vote.

dNati on 0 s -approved RPS;v @
20th state overall with RPS



2004 : NAmendment :
Col orado Consumer s

il REA AWatt s
October 2004




Usi ng Xcel 0s est
2004: Wind saved $4.21 million
2005: Wind saved $9.75 million

Energy Savings Associated
With Wind

« After the fact analysis for the PSCo System

2004 net benefit to the system $4.21 Million
2005 net benefit to the system $9.75 Million

« Savings for the SPS System
2005 net benefit to the system ~ $5.00 Million

From presentation by Bi
Transmission Control Center Manager, 20 April 2006



Wind Cost of Energy

Natural Gas (fuel onl

12_
10 —_

“— Low wind speed sites

oo

2006: New Wind
6

) _ New Bulk Power
speed sites — .
e “— Depreciated Coal
| «—— Depreciated Wind
I I l | I

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

COE (¢/kWh [constant 2000 $])

From DOE/NREL Wind Powering America



2006: Bill Ritter sweeps into office on
NNew Energy Econom
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Strong support by
governor and legislative leaders

sﬁon;erence in
upl i ng

2 February 2007
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HB 07-1281: Broadening the benefits

HB 1281 sets renewable energy standard of:

A 20% by 2020 for investor-owned utilities (Xcel and
Aquila)

A 10% by 2020 for rural electric cooperatives and
municipal utilities serving over 40,000 customers

Supported by:

A Nearly every utility in Colorado supported HB 1281,
except IREA, and the bill had over 50 bipartisan
cosponsors (out of 65 Representatives)

A Two-percent rate impact cap for IOUs and munis



The NnNNew Ener gy Ec
Under way e

Project
groundbreakings
in 2007

Vestas wind blade manufacturingsplant '
: Windsor, Colo.
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Colorado Wind Energy
1998 to 2005¢@
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Colorado Wind Energy
1998 to 2005e




Renewable Energy:
strong local support



